
 

 
 
 
Greetings from Oitavos Dunes! 
 
Over the past few months a number of improvements and course upgrades have been 
implemented at Oitavos Dunes on the Estoril Coast just outside Lisbon. We thought you would 
enjoy seeing an overview of the changes. Some of the photographs were taken during 
construction or soon after. 

This year we also retained the services of former USGA Agronomist Jim Connolly from 
Washington.  Jim has really helped to improve the overall conditioning of the course and has 
implemented maintenance practices that provide a true links experience.  The course now plays 
faster and firmer. 
 
 
 
Hole # 1 Par 4  
This sand dune was 
extended on the left side 
of the fairway. The hole is 
now framed off the tee 
and a target is provided. 
The dune shapes the 
hole as a dog leg right.  
The umbrella pines on 
the opening holes have 
been thinned out to 
provide greater views of 
the ocean.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hole # 3 Par 3 
The bunker short and left 
of the green was 
reshaped so the sand is 
visible from the tee. This 
creates a more dramatic 
appearance as the green 
is framed by the bunkers 
that are clearly visible on 
the left and right of the 
green. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Hole # 5 Par 4 
We believe this is a 
major improvement. By 
reducing the size of the 
bunker in the middle of 
the fairway off the tee 
and planting trees 
down the right side, 
the line of the tee shot 
is clear. Trees have 
also been cleared from 
the left side so the 
green is also visible 
from the tee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hole # 9 Par 3 
A new tee was 
constructed to provide 
more variation. By 
sculpting the sand 
dune short and right 
the bunker and the 
green are both visible 
from the tee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Hole # 10 Par 4 
A large dune was 
constructed that 
creates a tighter 
driving hole and a true 
dog leg left to right. 
The dune also takes 
the focus away from 
boundary fence on the 
right side.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hole # 13 Par 5 
The fairway was 
extended to the right 
of the fairway bunker. 
The perfect second 
shot is down this line 
leaving an open 
approach to the green. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
Hole #14 Par 3 
We really didn’t feel 
there was anything that 
would improve this 
hole. Most players think 
it ranks among the best 
par 3’s in the world. 
However we extended 
the dune on the left of 
the hole just over the 
canyon and this has left 
the appearance that the 
green sits on an island 
with sand dunes in the 
front, left and right with 
the Atlantic Ocean as a 
back drop. 
 
 
 
 
Hole # 16 Par 5 
A large tree was 
removed from the front 
of the first fairway 
bunker on the left side.  
The removal of the tree 
has ensured that tee 
shots that find the 
bunker are not double 
penalized with the 
bunker and a tree to 
navigate for the second 
shot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Hole #17 Par 4 
The area short to the 
left of the green was 
graded that has 
resulted in the bunker 
being much more 
visible from the 
second shot. The 
bunker now creates a 
strong frame on the 
left side. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miguel Champalimaud, the owner of Oitavos Dunes would like to thank all those who have 
visited Oitavos Dunes for their insight that has prompted a number of these upgrades. We look 
forward to welcoming you in the near future so you can experience them first hand.  
 

 
 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU SOON!  
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